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Mel Siemens: A true servant’s heart
a herdsman in a large dairy barn and as
a tile setter. Since 2001, he has worked
as a custodian at RJC. While Mel would
modestly take credit for shiny floors and
a clean facility, he has contributed much
more to the learning community at RJC.

RJC Connect is published as a
joint effort between Rosthern
Junior College students, staff
and alumni. This semi-annual
publication celebrates our past,
our present and our future,
as together we shape the
ongoing RJC story.

We invite alumni to submit
items of interest: births, deaths,
marriages and other exciting
events and transitions. Pictures
will also be considered.

Rosthern
Junior College
Box 5020, 410 6th Avenue
Rosthern, SK,
S0K 3R0 Canada
office@rjc.sk.ca
www.rjc.sk.ca
1-306-232-4222
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Mel embodies the truth of the statement
that “actions speak louder than words.” He
consistently models for students a quiet
and patient servant leadership. He is their
go-to guy for anything misplaced. He can
be seen putting in long hours after work
making sure all of their playing fields for
soccer and football are ready to go. He
responds to all manner of requests with a
smile and his best effort to get it done. He
chauffeurs, coaches, cheers and encourages.

In his important 2011 survey Hemorrhaging Faith: Why and When Canadian Young
Adults are Leaving, Staying and Returning to
Church, James Penner notes, “The most effective faith instruction often takes place
organically, through a culture of gospelcentred living....The gospel is applied to all
areas of life throughout the day, parents
[teachers and mentors] are willing to
answer children’s faith questions, and
children are invited to participate in faith
practices alongside adults.”
The staff at Rosthern Junior College take
this observation seriously. Everyone at
the school sees themselves as a role
model and mentor to students and staff
alike. They view all aspects of the school
community as rich ground for teachable
moments about faith and faithful living.
When he graduated from RJC in 1978,
Mel Siemens never saw himself as a
teacher. Over the years he has worked as

Mel’s resume of service to the church
and community is equally impressive. He
served as a full-time maintenance volunteer for three years at Camp Shekinah,
part of Mennonite Church Saskatchewan’s
camp program. More recently, Mel has
used his holidays on a number of occasions to volunteer for Mennonite Disaster
Service assignments as well as for Habitat
for Humanity. He is heavily involved in his
home congregation, Eigenheim Mennonite Church, and currently serves on
the board of the Youth Farm Bible Camp,
another of MC Saskatchewan’s camps. For
over 15 years Mel has been a dedicated
volunteer and coach for the Rosthern
Soccer Association.
Mel continues to show himself to be a
master teacher at RJC, demonstrating
daily to the rest of the school community
how worship and work can be one when
tasks are taken on with a true servant’s
heart.
— Jim Epp, Principal

school

life
Rosthern Longhorns win provincial gold

Singing together

Rosthern Longhorns win
provincial gold!

For the past number of years, RJC and
Rosthern High School have joined forces
to field the Rosthern Longhorns football team. This year’s team had a dream
season, winning their league, playoff
and provincial competitions. Their
undefeated season was capped off with
a home-field provincial gold medal winning game against Birch Hills.

RJC Chorale and CMU Singers at Knox United Church

On February 28, 2016 a full house at
Knox United Church in Saskatoon enjoyed a great concert as the RJC Chorale
and CMU Singers joined together for a
wonderful afternoon of choral music.
RJC and CMU have a long history of
co-operation. Many RJC alumni have
chosen to attend Canadian Mennonite
Bible College, and its successor Canadian
Mennonite University. This concert was
evidence of that relationship, serving as a
joint fundraiser for both schools.
The main focus of the weekend, though,
was music making. It afforded the Chorale another opportunity to sing with
Dr. Janet Brenneman, the choral director
at CMU whom they had the privilege
of working with earlier in the year at
Chorfest (a provincial choral festival in
Regina). Most of all, it gave students from
both schools a chance to sing together,
much to the delight of all who attended.

The team, coached by brothers Jim Epp
(RJC) and Ralph Epp (RHS), was in the
provincial finals two previous times in
the past five years. They were finally able
to win it all this season. This was the first
provincial win in football for RHS, and
the first since the early 1970s for RJC.
Congratulations!

RJC celebrates athletics
at fundraising banquet
RJC’s annual fundraising banquet in the
fall celebrated the rich legacy of athletic
achievements and experiences students
enjoyed over the years. The school
auditorium was packed with well over
300 people who came to meet old teammates and coaches, relive past games
and support current students at RJC.
As staff members Karalee Kuny and Ryan
Wood entertained the crowd by taking
on the role of sports commentators, the
evening became the “RJC Mennonite
SportsCenter Committee.”

Karalee Kuny and Ryan Wood

Highlights of the evening included several interviews and presentations. Josh
Janzen, Adam Ens, Joel Ens, Paul Janzen,
Jesse Ens and Matt Enns, volleyball players at both RJC and the University of Saskatchewan in the 1990s, shared stories
about their playing careers. Arnie Boldt
talked about his experiences representing Canada as a world record holding
Paralympic athlete, competing in track
and field as well as cycling. Boldt was a
recipient of the Order of Canada for his
contributions to Paralympic sport.

Arnie Boldt with Karalee Kuny

RJC also recognized 10 championship
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hockey and curling teams from 1939-1970 with championship banners. These banners
now hang proudly in the RJC gym.

special effects and performance. The
audience, which included many elementary school students from Rosthern and
surrounding areas, enjoyed the antics of
Frank and his band of actors as they were
kidnapped by actual pirates and bungled
their way through a series of adventures
and escapades on the high seas.

Championship banners from 1939-1970

RJC hosts provincial girls’
volleyball championship

RJC was the place to be for the highest
level of competition in Saskatchewan
girls’ volleyball last fall. Ten teams from
across the province competed in the
Saskatchewan High Schools Athletic
Association 3A championship, November 20-21. RJC hosted an outstanding
tournament and the games were intense
and exciting. The RJC girls’ team advanced into the playoff round but were
eliminated from medal play. The final
was a great match between Wakaw and
Wynyard, with the Wakaw squad coming
out on top.

Sam Hawkins – Enjoying
the Wild West!

The RJC Boys’ Dorm Council went all out
planning this year’s Sam Hawkins day,
an annual all school event. Built around
the theme of the Wild West, students enjoyed costumes, decorations, great food
and entertainment as they took on the
roles of cowboy, rancher, sheriff, rodeo
performer and jailbird.

ADMISSIONS
Prospective Students
Events like Sam Hawkins are highlights
of the school year and play an important
role in building community at RJC. Way
to go guys!

Theatre arts

Boys’ Dorm Council at Sam Hawkins
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RJC offers students an opportunity to
learn the ins and outs of performance in
the theatre arts class. The culmination of
their semester’s work this year was several performances of The Fearsome Pirate
Frank. The students did a tremendous
job with all aspects of the production,
including costuming, sets, props, lights,

RJC is accepting applications for fall
2016. If you are interested in touring
the campus or coming for a visit to find
out more about our community and
programs, please contact admissions
director Valerie White by phone at 1-306232-4222 or email admissions@rjc.sk.ca.
To help make RJC more accessible to
families in neighbouring communities,
RJC has a daily shuttle service for families
in the Warman, Martensville, Osler and
Hague area. If you live in the Sask Valley
area, or know of someone that might be
interested in the service, please contact
Valerie White.

Beginnings

beginnings

& Endings

Finnegan Alexander Fast — joyfully welcomed by parents Sarah Unrau (grad 2004) and
Mackenzie Fast (grad 2004) on February 16th, 2016.

Endings
Doris Louise Warkentin (grad 1949) — died July 24, 2015 at Vancouver General Hospital.
Clarence Epp (grad 1955) — passed away on November 4, 2015 .
We invite alumni to submit births, deaths, marriages and other events and transitions to
office@rjc.sk.ca.

A tribute to Trent Cooley: a wonderful coach and
role model for many
Written by Rachel (Janzen) Sharkey, (grad 1991) to Pat Cooley as a tribute
Trent was a slightly intimidating man to
me when I first met him at RJC. He was
my basketball coach in grade 11, and
12 (1989-91), and he was loud. He was
direct, and had very high expectations
for all of his players. I was eager to learn,
and I soon realized that if I paid attention, Trent could teach us how to play
the game well! To me he was a doctor
of basketball, a real physician. If my shot
was feeling off, he would say “let me take
a look at it,” observe me take a couple
shots, and then render a diagnosis.
“You need to tuck your elbow into your
body,” he’d say. Or, “bring your feet closer
together and square up to the basket.”
The ball would start going in. Then his
prescription, “Do one hundred freethrows in a row”!

I have a fond memory of him laughing
at us, and with us, at a Dairy Queen in
Saskatoon; he bought ice cream cones
for girls who made a certain number
of foul shots in a row at practice. I think
I was trying for a steak dinner, which
required something like 50 or 75 foul
shots in a row. (I never quite got there in
spite of many hours of shooting in the
gym.) I also nearly drove poor Elan Ewert,
my grade 11 roommate, crazy because

I practiced my backspin “shooting” constantly.
I cherish my time playing at and for RJC,
and Trent was a very big part of that
experience for me. Thank you for sharing
your man with all of us Pat, I know he will
be sorrowfully missed by you and many
others.
Very warm thoughts, and big hugs,
Rachel (Janzen) Sharkey

Trent got so involved in our games that
he was often seen standing near the
bench taking the same two steps in a
layup, or landing a two-foot jump stop, or
mimicking jump shots we were doing on
the court. He “played” right along with us.
I remember feeling upset when I would
receive a foul call, but Trent would say he
didn’t mind if we fouled during a game.
He told me “If you don’t have two or
three fouls, then you’re not in the game!” I
really loved playing basketball and being
on Trent’s teams. It was an amazing time
in my life, and I’m so grateful to have
experienced Trent on the court and off.

Trent Cooley - Fundraising Banquet with some of the 1990 Provincial Basketball Team Gold Medalists
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NEWS
Tournament of Memories: muscle memory
and team memories By Jody Peters (grad 1989)

I have to admit, I had a fair amount of
trepidation when asked to play in this
year’s Tournament of Memories. Mainly
because I haven’t played basketball
of any level in 15 years, but also I am
fantastically out of shape. Of course the
moment I got to the school I was glad
I came. I hadn’t been to an RJC event in
over 10 years, not for any particular reason other than laziness. But playing with
the men who I’d spent years competing
with, and against, was instant verification
that I’d made the right choice. I loved
that our team was such a mishmash
of grad years that we were very aptly
named “Old Guys” in the tournament
schedule.
So much of what RJC meant, and still
means, to me lies in the relationships it
helped foster. One of the problems with
getting on in age is that we often take
these good friendships for granted, and
let communication slide for no reason
other than, and I know I’m repeating
myself here, laziness.
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But I realized something in our first
game. The muscle memory we “Old
Guys” require to be even remotely
competitive is also a major catalyst
in rekindling those relationships and
friendships that get dusty with time. You
come to realize just how well you know
each other when you send a terrible
excuse for a no-look pass, and it’s caught,
converted and anticipated by a guy you
haven’t played with in a decade and a
half. I loved it.
Our bench was a real bench. With all the
right jokes, conversations and encouragements of a team. We were a team.
A real team. It took less than the first
five-minute shift to achieve that; and
the men I’d never met before, let alone
played with, fit in immediately. We gave
real effort, relied on and covered for one
another—we played to win. Nothing
brings a group of individuals together
like sport. It’s just been so long since I’ve
played anything that I’d forgotten that.
Of course it’s in between games that

we actually talked about what we’ve all
been doing for the past number of years.
Where everyone’s been, where they’re
going, ages of children and all of that. It’s
funny but that conversation is way easier
after playing a game, when you’ve seen
each other in familiar roles already. Real
conversations. Not the superficial, rushed
blather you have running into someone
in the street. All we had to do was rest
our aching old bones laid out in the
bleachers and talk to each other.
For me, that’s probably the biggest difference between regular schools and RJC. I
never had the kind of conversations with
friends in my hometown school that I
did while living in that dorm. I love that
school and I wouldn’t be the man I am
today if I hadn’t done grades 11 and 12
there.
We could’ve lost every game (we didn’t)
and I’d have been just as happy with my
decision to play because I got to reconnect with a group of men who I’d lost
track of completely. My team.

Decade Grads
Does your grad year end in a “6”? Then
you’ve got a reunion coming this summer! The class reps are already hard at
work planning the reunions, see below
what they have planned so far. Contact
your rep with questions, your RSVP or to
help with the planning!

60 years
Meeting Saturday morning at Nutana
Park Mennonite Church in Saskatoon for
visiting, lunch and a program remembering classmates and spouses who have
passed away. Heading to RJC in the
evening for supper and to attend the
musical. RSVP by June 11th to Willard &
Elaine Boschman, 1-306-974-3902 or by
mail at 402-315 5th Ave N, Saskatoon SK,
S7K 5Z8.

50 years
Meeting Saturday afternoon, then attending the alumni supper followed by
either the musical or coffee and visiting.
Sunday morning brunch in Saskatoon.
Bev Janzen tbjanzen@sasktel.net

40 years

10 years
Beginning Friday night with dinner at a
pub in Saskatoon. Saturday afternoon
will start with digging up the prophecy
followed by a wiener roast at the regional park . Those interested can attend
the musical and meet up for drinks afterwards. There will be brunch on Sunday in
Saskatoon for anyone interested.
Allison (Driedger) Riekman
alex_driedger@hotmail.com
Justin Friesen
justingkfriesen@gmail.com
Megan Enns megan.e.enns@gmail.com

Join us at the
Alumni Banquet
All welcome!
Saturday, June 25th at 6:00p.m.
in the RJC Dining Hall
$12 adults
$10 children ages 5-12
Free for ages 4 and under
Contact Denelda Fast to register
deneldafast@hotmail.com
1-306-221-2846

Marian Jones 1-306-232-4238
marianhooge@rocketmail.com

30 years
Glenn Patkau patkau15@yahoo.com

20 years
Attending the musical on Friday night.
There will be a tour of the campus on
Saturday to see what’s changed in the
last ten years, followed by an afternoon
and evening at the park. Sunday morning brunch in Saskatoon for anyone
interested.
Michelle McKinnell
michellemckinnell@gmail.com
Andrea (Koop) Rocheleau
koopa78@hotmail.com.
Facebook page:
RJC 20 Year Reunion--1996

Help us
Reconnect
During the recent Phone-a-thon, we
noticed just how many alumni we don’t
have contact information for. Can you
help us reconnect? If you’re in touch
with any of these former students, pass
their contact information on to us, or
ask them to send us a note with their
new address and phone number. Send
updates to office@rjc.sk.ca.
1980:
Ingrid (Bergen) Dahlman
Wanda (Koop) Dobson
Ronald Driediger
Myles Rempel
Heather (Nicolle) Rombough
Anne Marie Unger

1981:
Madeline Boldt
Gerald Dyck
Ken Froese
Felix Kwok
Rick Lepp
Glenda (Lepp) Nicholas
Elaine Unrau
1982:
Allyson (Dick) Enns
David M. Goerzen
Keith Harder
Brian Livingston
Karen (Braun) McLeod
Siobhan Nunan
Allan R. Rudy-Froese
Carol (Andres) Singer
Peter J. Wiens
1983:
Carmita Bartel
Ben Boshman
Jeff Dueck
Darrell Epp
Chris Grealish
Linda (Kroeger) Neudorf
Cheryl Neufeld
Brian Nickel
Stefan Oberdieck
Laura (Arstall) Penner
Irene Peters
Dwight Schmidt
Holly (Chalifour) Walker
Erik Yao
1985:
Dirk Friesen
James Friesen
Karen Hamilton
Laurie Lehmann
Geoffry Letkemann
April Nicolle
Jonalyn Siemens
Scott Whitney
James Wolfe
1986:
Karen (Warkentin) Dalton
Byron Epp
Dwayne Epp
Kathleen Epp
Trevor Epp
Charles Fehr
Wendell Friesen
LeeAnne Klombies
Mavis Leigh
Kirsteena Lindsay
Lloyd Livingston
Robert McNaughton
Ray Rempel
James Worth
(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)
1987:
Kerry Braun
Evan L. Bueckert
Glenn A. McKenzie
Kelly D. (Epp) Klassen
David A. Krause
Cory and Sherry (Wiens) Leppa
Cindy M. Loewen

1988:
Randy Bucher
Debre (Gebremaskal) Demisse
Marci Friesen
David Neufeld
Brenda Plante
Terrance C. W. Tung

calendar
of Events

1989:
Brenda Guenther
Eric Janzen
Leanne (Dyck) Neufeld
Shannon Neufeldt
Chris Regier

Rosthern Junior College

book by
JOSEPH STEIN

May 13 – RJC spring choir concert, 7:00 p.m. RJC Gymnasium.

May 14-17 – Chorale tour –

visits include Calgary, Pincher Creek
and Medicine Hat.

May 28 – RJC golf tourna-

ment, Valley Regional Park, Rosthern
(contact rjcgolf@rjc.sk.ca for more
information).

music by
CHARLES STROUSE
lyrics by
STEPHEN SCHWARTZ
directed by
RICHARD JANZEN
ROSTHERN JUNIOR COLLEGE
410 6th Avenue
Rosthern, SK
(306)232-4222
www.rjc.sk.ca

June 24-25 – RJC musical

performances of Rags. Tickets go
on sale May 24, $20 ($10 for 16 and
under).

June 26 – Graduation day:

baccalaureate service 10:30 a.m.
at Rosthern Mennonite Church,
graduation exercises 2:30 p.m. at RJC
gymnasium.
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$20/$10 16 & under

June 24-25, 2016
7:00 pm
RAGS is presented through special arrangement with R & H Theatricals: www.rnh.com

Do more
be more

update
Proposed biology lab

Construction to
begin on senior
science labs
This spring, construction will begin on
the senior chemistry and biology labs
and classrooms; both spaces have
remained largely untouched since they
were first built in the 1960s. The labs and
adjacent storage spaces will be completely updated with new flooring, doors
and paint, energy efficient lighting and

new windows to decrease energy use. A
new fume hood will also be installed in
the chemistry lab.
Both spaces will be equipped with an
accessible student work station, the
technology will also be updated to improve the function of the space for staff
and students and create a 21st century
learning environment.
The renovation is expected to be completed during the 2016-2017 school year;
it is the final piece of the first stage in
the DO MORE BE MORE strategic plan.
To date the school has raised nearly

$500,000 in donations and pledged
donations to support the campaign.
“Our supporters are seeing how important it is to invest in the future of
RJC,” says Tammy Forrester, RJC board
chair. “They continue to be a part of
our school’s 110-year-long story, and
are helping to pave the way for future
students.”
Other projects already completed in the
first phase include:
- a new grand piano
- upgrading existing pianos
- a new gym score clock
- new gym bleachers and wall padding
- new team uniforms
The DO MORE BE MORE capital plan aims
to raise $1.5 million over five years to
support the development of the school.
“The future at RJC is exciting as we are all
participating in building hope for future
generations! We have so much to be
thankful for and to celebrate. We are so
grateful for the support of the community,” says principal Jim Epp.

Proposed chemistry lab
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Connect
interviews

Prepared for new challenges
Ernie Toews remembers an RJC class with an academic personality
Growing up in Mayfair Saskatchewan,
there was not a lot of academic competition for Ernie Toews (grad 1965). The
school was small, and many students
weren’t interested in pursuing higher
education. Or in some cases weren’t
interested in finishing high school. His
older sister and brother had gone before
him to RJC; their mother wanted to send
her children to a school where students
were serious about education.
“My mother was very strong in having
us go to RJC because she didn’t like the
mentality of a lot of the young people
around Mayfair,” Toews says. “In that time
frame there were still lots of guys quitting high school before they graduated.”
Having grown up on a mixed farm, he
knew from experience he didn’t want
to be a farmer, so he looked forward to
attending a school like RJC that could
push him academically. “It was definitely
an environment that challenged me,”
Toews says.
He was in the same class as Carol Fast,
who won the Governor General’s award
the year they graduated. And in his first
year, more than half the honour roll was
from his grade 11 class. A class that he
says had a strong academic personality. “Two-thirds of the class went on to
higher education in university, technical
college, Bible school or Bible college. As
compared to my class in Mayfair—one
person went on to university, and a few
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went on to technical school.”
Toews was most interested in pursuing chemistry or physics. He received a
scholarship and went on to study at the
University of Saskatchewan, graduating
with a degree in chemical engineering. With a lack of engineering jobs in
Saskatchewan at the time, he moved to
Alberta, and has had a long-career in the
oil industry: working for international
companies, smaller private companies
and consulting before running three
smaller companies. He still works halftime consulting.
Aside from his own business, Toews
has taken leadership in a number of
charities and on boards. He helped start,
and sat on the board of Menno Simons
Christian School in Calgary, and was also
on the RJC board for six years. Toews
also helped his father-in-law set up the
Andres Bible School Bursary Foundation,
and started Partners Relief and Development with his son Greg, to support
refugees from Burma (Myanmar).
The skills he’s used both in business and
in charitable work over the years were
built on the foundation he gained at RJC.
“All of the training that I got in terms of
independent thinking and taking risks,
and doing new challenges all worked
together, gave me the ability to start
new things,” Toews says.
While academics were important, it

wasn’t all work while he was in school.
Attending RJC meant Toews was able to
play hockey at a higher level than ever
before, and it was the first time he played
organized football. One of Toews’ favourite memories from the time was driving
into Regina with the football coach
and other team members to watch a
Roughriders game. And though he’s
been in Alberta more than forty years
he’s still a Rider’s fan. “Once your blood
runs green it doesn’t change,” he says.
It was also at RJC that Toews met his
wife, Shirley Andres. They dated while
they were in school and have been
married almost 49 years. And the
friendships they made at RJC have
been long-lasting. “You might not see a
person for 10 years and you will pick up
the conversation, just like old times,” he
says. “That bond that you forged at RJC
and especially in the dorm carries you
through a lot of years.”
In life-long friendships and success in
university and business, Toews can see
the foundation he gained at RJC. “You
had to leave your comfort zone of the
little small-town school that you grew up
in and move on to take on new challenges,” he says. “Things built on each
other, when you’ve taken risks and participated in new adventures you know
you can always do something bigger
and more interesting.”

Academic culture leads to
academic career
Lorin Elias’s journey from RJC student to professor of
neuropsychology
At the University of Saskatchewan, most
professors probably don’t expect their
papers to end up in Cosmopolitan, Maxim
or the New Zealand Herald. But that’s
what happened to RJC alumnus Lorin
Elias (grad 1990), a professor and dean at
the UofS. In February, a recent study he
had done on kissing drew the attention
of media around the world looking for a
Valentine’s day story.
The study he conducted with a graduate
student compared photos of romantic
couples with photos of parents kissing children, they found that romantic
partners more often tilt their heads to the
right, while parents and children go left.
The story was picked up by Science Daily,
CBC, the Star Phoenix, and of course made
it’s way into publications like Maxim
where the findings were turned into an
indicator of a successful relationship. “I
was really surprised… it was all over the
world in just a matter of days,” Elias says.
While it made a splash, that study was
just one small part of Elias’s research in
neuropsychology, in which he focuses
largely on the differences between the
right and left halves of our brains, and
how they impact our daily behaviour.
One application for that research is
spacial judgement and how that affects
driving safety. He just wrapped up the
Canadian Naturalistic Driving Study in
Saskatoon, where 125 vehicles were
outfitted with radars, GPS and cameras
to collect data over two years, giving a
sense of how people drive naturally.
“Almost anyone can actually sit down
and be a really careful driver knowing
they’re being watched,” Elias says. “But

if you stick cameras and radar and such
in people’s cars and you watch them for
two years, about 10 days into that they’re
picking their nose and singing along with
the radio, all of the things that someone
would normally do in a car, including bad
driving.” He’ll use that information to analyze where people look while driving, as
well as where they don’t. And he’ll study
the divided attention that comes when
people use phones or try other multitasking, like eating behind the wheel.
After graduating from RJC, Elias has built
a career in academics that allows him to
do this kind of research. He completed an
undergraduate degree in psychology at
the UofS, then he went on to a masters
and PhD at the University of Waterloo,
finishing the PhD in just two years. As
he was wrapping up, he got a position
teaching psychology at the UofS and has
moved up in the department ever since.
He was department head of psychology
from 2013-2015, and is now serving as
interim associate dean of student affairs
in the College of Arts and Sciences.
While Elias has worked for years in neuropsychology, it took him a while to discover that’s what he wanted to pursue.
With a father who specialized in organizational psychology and administration,
Elias wasn’t aware of the other branches
of psychology he might find more
interesting. It wasn’t until second year
that he discovered the more science-like
neuropsychology—the study of which
pieces of the brain have which functions.
“I think of some of us carry out that one
course you take where you really realize
this is what I want to do,” he says. Though

it was in a cold classroom, in an 8:30 a.m.
winter class, he was hooked. “The fascination with the topic hasn’t waned at all in
the years since.”
Elias has had a long and successful career,
but his first exposure to an academic
learning environment was at RJC. He
started as a grade 10 student in 1987,
and found an academic culture that was
new to him. While he felt he was doing
well, meeting his own expectations, Elias
always felt that teachers knew he could
do more, and pushed him to try.
That environment helped him succeed
in university. “I think a lot of people make
that transition from high school to university and find it to be a very rude transition,” he says. But having experienced
structured study habits at RJC, combined
with the high expectations, he was more
prepared. “Had I only been experiencing
that for the first time in university it probably would have been too late.”
The biggest difference he noticed
between RJC and his former high school
was the culture of academic excellence,
which provided a base for years to come.
He remembers being in grade nine at
another school and feeling embarrassed
about good grades and hiding them
from other students. “To go from that
kind of environment into grade 10 where
the culture at RJC was one that not just
celebrated accomplishment, but expected it—that for me was a real culture shift
and really changed everything for me.”
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heLP OUR STUDENTS DO MORE AND BE MORE
Your generous gifts are vital to the life and mission of RJC. Consider making a gift to nurture the potential
of our students. Together, as a community, we can help our students do more and be more ... in their
studies, their abilities and their future service to society. Thank you.

THREE WAYS TO GIVE
•
•
•

MAIL your cheque to: Rosthern Junior College, Box 5020, 410 6th Avenue, Rosthern, SK, S0K 3R0
CALL us with your credit card number at 1-306-232-4222
GIVE ONLINE at www.rjc.sk.ca

connect with us
We hope you enjoy this edition of a new semiannual newsletter that will keep you updated on
student life, alumni happenings, school events and
everything that makes the RJC community such a
vibrant, exciting place.
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If you’d like to suggest story ideas, please email us at
office@rjc.sk.ca.
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